
A CITIZEN’S GUIDE TO NATIVE LANDSCAPING 
 

Many of the grasses planted most often for lawns aren’t the best for protecting water quality. Native plants—those 

naturally found in Michigan landscapes—actually help improve water quality, and they’re an attractive alternative to 

turfgrass. Natives generally have deeper roots, which absorb runoff and break down pollutants that would otherwise 

go straight into storm drains and rivers. Native trees, shrubs, grasses and wildflowers encourage a healthy yard, and 

require much less maintenance than nonnatives or turfgrass! 

 

 

 

For more information, visit our website: 

 

 


